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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HOUGHT S haſtily thrown together, on 
©: extenſive queſtions call for the largeſt al- 
31 the greateſt indulgence ; and it 
is not ſo much what is ſaid that is to be con- 
 fidered, as the Juſtice, the expediency, the uſe⸗ 
fulneſs of the meaſures themſelves that are pro- 
poſed or defended. To ſay that this haſty per- 
formance is laid before the public © with a me- 
lancholy aſſurance that not a word of it will 
| be regarded,” would be to labour without hope. 
1 believe the ſubje-matter of it will be confi- 
 dered—will be regarded, was this paper never 
to come into any other hands than the Printer 1 
and bookſeller's. 1 believe there are thoſe in 
1 England, who have both ſenſe and reſolution 
to ſhew it, that ſee our India Company is now | 
as arrant a job as at this day the Farmers General 
of France are, and that the plain meaning of both 
is to draw large revenues into the pockets of 
particular men, and combinations of intereſt, 
having all the effects of a general tax, but 
„ . without . 
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ger of nothing ſo much as a well-managed ſpi- 
rit of money-getting among a few leading fa- 
milies in the kingdom, who only uſe Miniſters 
and Directors as the inſtruments by which they 
expreſs their principle of governing both King 
and people, i. e. to get all they can at the ex- | 
pence of the whole ; and that when the repre- 
 ſentatives of the people will begin to judge for 


not, then the King, his family, his crown, ſub- 
jects, and dominions, muſt all be put to the 
hazard, to foree them to ſubmit to their money- 
getting maxims of government. The King 
himſelf is no longer allowed, by this combined 


thouſands and ribbons, old Miniſters penſions, 
Directors power and profit, Contractors jobs, 
Nabobs all India at their feet, while they draw 
in the common yoke. The King and the people 
A have but one intereſt, one ſafety. Two things are 
only wanted, beſides the bleſſings of Providence, 
1 & ſecure and pre them againſt all dangers 


without a name. I believe there are thouſands 
that ſee both the King and his ſubjects in dan- 


themſelves whether they will grant ſupplies or 


intereſt, to be free, than while he will fall in 
with their wiſhes. Viſible Miniſters may have 


within 5 


3 


ü) 

within and without a free commerce to 
all the ſubjects in Europe and America to 
all the world, and freedom of communica- 
tion between King and people. The people 
cannot ſupport. their King without i free- 
dom of commerce; and, if the crown of 

England at any time will aid a combination 
| of intereſts to demand ſupplies, whether the 

people will or will not grant them, are able 

or not able to raiſe them, then two things 
only remain——refiſtance, under all the wicked- 
neſs and horror of rebellion. compliance, on 
| the conditions of ſinking into poverty and mi- 
ſery, and holding all. they can get at the plea- 


5 ſure of that avarice which, ſurrounds the derge, 2 


and eyery chair on which the King can fit— 
an avarice which has ſwept into its een a 
| ſure ſtanding majority, not only of the repre- 
ſentatives, of the people, but of the elective 
| places themſelves, and now reigns lord and 
maſter of all the people can raiſe, and the 

| King beſtow, And to this avarice, at this 
day, both King and people are every thing of 

: laves but that of knowing they are ſo. The 
Faſtern addreſs of bowing fifty rank deep be- 
— my fore 
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fore the prince is ſo well hs upon, chat, 
with all the ſnugneſs of Engliſh manners, the 
King i is on the point of being detached as com- 


Pletely from the general intereſt and general 


ſupport, as the princes of thoſe countries the 


Engliſh ſervants" of the Eaſt-India | Company 

| have made ſo often to change their maſters 

| within the laſt twenty years, It is the ery of | 
cCeourtiers now. Beware of the power of the 
Crown, while grants of charters, contracts, and 

taxes, are beggaring ITiidia and England toge· 

53 1 1 The deareſt intereſts of both the Crown 

in poſſelſc jon may continue in the receipt of the 

rents and profits of the Rate; Shut up Ame⸗ 

rica, company India, reſtrain Ireland, and leave 

but this Iſland alone to feed the fecret intereſt, 


s are to be hazarded, that the tenants 


to chat 


and this is to be preferred in their vie 
Ipire r "we the ge⸗ 


70 OT thoſe aviricious deſtroyers of the 


fafety and happineſs of both the King and his 


people is impoſſible 3 they are every where by 
their influence to Ire 1 to gain, but, When look- 


« 


e 


8 in London, Briſtol, Liverpool, and the 


tx) 


&d-for to be oppoſed, they fk into quiet, easy, 


man in the kingdom but themſelves: can prove 


they have individually any thing to do with ei- 


ther King, - Miniſters, Directors, Nabobs, or 
Contractors. But, -tho' the men are not to be 


oppoſed, their principle of action may. That 


principle is to ſurround the King, and ſhut up 
the ſubjects from freedom of commerce, and for 
themſelves to keep the keys; ſell every place 
te which the King can appoint, and prefer a 
greater ſum flowing -thro' contracted channels 
0 the lels une they nul re ive.” I 
polng cho be — Dae bis and _ 
public-ſervice; and collected no more from his 
people than that ſervice liberally: required, .- This, 
5 which would be the ruin of the ſebret · intereſt; is 
dee way of ſafety and ſupport to both King and 
| People; and this deſign of opening the trade to 
India is only to bring the minds of all whowiſh 


well to both to a point. Aud if the leading 


great trading: towns and ſea- ports in the king- 


dam, ea then, perhaps, 
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ſecure to every part of the domini 
Vhich ariſes from the intereſt of he whole. To 


69 


they will find that Miniſters have other maſtets 
than the King, and Patriots other maſters than 
the People: and their intereſts will lead them to 
unite, and oppoſe the King's being, as the Con- 
ſtitution intends, the immediate executive au- 
thority over all that are ſubject to us, as well as 
they: will oppoſe. general I ene 
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* Mo men eee heſe ſaith. ing 
to ſet the King free and keep themſelves ſoy 
ate the men that form the middle rank of tbe 
ſtate. T he leading men in the great towns muſt 
8 forget their local intereſts, and look for their 
particular advantage where only it is truly to 
be found and preſerved that is, in the general 


welfare. What would it profit the city of Lon- 


don to be firſt city of a country cut off from 
commerce, burthened and oppreſſed within itſelf 
by the loads laid upon it ? Wet it avail 
any of the towns in England, was Ireland ſecured 
by a chain about it from all trade, if they thems 


ſelves were reduced to miſery No intereſts ſq 
| ions as that 
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©) 
this univerſal as well as particular intereſt both 
of King and people, all excluſive rights and re- 


ſtraining las are oppoſed. It remains to be ſeen 


whether our men of real ſenſe will lay it out 


upon trifles, or they will act as becomes them for 


che general good both of the King and all his 


dominions, by uniting together in the deſign to 
obtain @ free, uni ver ſal commerce, to the ſubjetts 
ef the whole empire, both wo each” ddr and - 
en _ world." B 5 bp 


A (goreenment ſubſtantially of of a combination 
of great men is our greateſt danger, as the con- 


7 trinuance and increaſe of it would be our greateſt 
XZ miſery. The fimple principle of the Engliſh 
= conſtitution is the only rule to be recurred to 20 
tio counteract the ariſtocratical deſign that is re: 
ducing the great body of the ſubjects to po- 
verty, and raifing others to the rank and revenues 
of princes. The common-law conſtitution veſts 


the King perſonally with the ſole executive power 
over all the dominions.— The conſtitution means 

to open and keep open every field of oommerce as 
common right to all the commons of the land, 5 


that property may ſpread itſelf among them; 
tharthey may, as they are intended, preſerve their 


weight 


5 + 


( my. 


weight in the legiſlature for the nd fey: 
Such reſtraining laws as exclude all but a com- 
pany to trade to India, or any other part of 
the world, are but ſo many ways of enriching 
a ſmall number at the expence of the many. In 
defigns have ſucceeded. to a degree that leaves 
all the property of the people at the command 
pf their rulers, and makes them abſolute... TO 
| oppoſe the ſame deſigns in England, opening the 
trade to India to all the ſubjects ſeems to be of 
10 ſmall importance; ; and, whatever factories or 
c ſettlements we retain in India, to have them un⸗ 
der the regular eſtabliſhed adminiſtration of our 
laws, by the executive power entruſted by the 
Conſtitution, ſeems to be a meaſure of equal i im- 
portance to the people of that country. To ad- 
vance theſe ends the following Speech was in- 
tended: and it is publiſhed with an hearty - 
wiſh that the meaſure may take place, on juſt 
conditions, between the nation at large and the 
4 proprietors and creditors of the India Company; 
a body, bowever reſpectable in itſelf, forming 
but a very ſmall and private intereſt, N 


with that of the whole empire. ec e e ES 
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8 Hls General Court veg called in 50 


ſequence of a bill being brought into Par- 
liament for continuing the territorial acqui- 
fitions in India in the poſſeſſion of the 


Company, I would humbly requeſt your 


5 indulgence, Sir, and that of the Court, to 
lay before you a few confiderations. | Was 
1 not ſatisfied that I am ſpeaking to gentle- 
4 men i who will hear me with candour, and a 
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to me ſo intereſting to this kingdom, and 


. ſubject to it in And, ; 


| fingle ſecond, I venture to propoſe to the 
- conſideration of this General Court, and I 


| rn pe. to. * character before 1 


with indulgence, I--ſhould find myſelf un 
der the greateſt difficulty in drawing upon 


me your attention: but, convinced as I am 


of the importance of the object I feel my- 
{elf ſo forcibly impreſſed with, was I leſs 
perſuaded of the liberality of the minds 1 
am addreſſing, and had I ever fo much re- 
putation to looſe, I ſhould be contented to 
hazard it with you in a cauſe that appears 


il 


the extenſive dominions that have become 5 


Sir, without any dani; as 2 pro- 
prietor, without any connection or ſupport 
either within or without, the Courts of the 
Eaſt-]ydp Company, and without ſo much 

as knowing that I am to be followed by a 


hope I may truly declare I do it with the 


whom 5 


"TS? 
whom 1 ſpeak, that, from all the evidence 
I have been able to take into my view of 


the Company, the country in India under 


its government, and the preſent ſituation of 


Great - Britain, a ſurrender of the Com- 

_ pany's Charter to the Crown is now become 

a debt due to his Majeſty, as the head and 
guardian under God of the whole empire: 
f a debt which a Prince, who, in near a 
= twenty-years reign, has never diſcovered a 
Z with to poſſeſs himſelf of whatever ano- 


ther could call his own, may not demand, 


and which therefore requires the more care, 
3 left the moderation of the Prince ſhould 


bring the charge of injuſtice or ingratitude ; 


_ the FRO for with-holding, 


The (ende which appear to me, Sir, to 


claim this ſurrender of the Company's char- 


ter to the King, are thoſe which, I am 


perſuaded, would only induce his Majeſty | 
. receive the charter from your hands, 


B 2 were 


(4 


were you authoriſed by the whole proprie- 
try to-morrow to lay it at his feet—I mean 
the general good — firſt of his ſubjects 
within the realm, and then of the much 
5 more numerous people that are now the 
Apts of your ſeryants | in India, + 
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a When l 3 freely | 3 ns He 
neral Court of 1 the Eaſt-India Comp any, 
what, from all my thoughts upon the ſubject, 


— 72 
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F bdbbliges me to think it my duty to declare, 

q 1 %%% the very name and being of the Com- 
N l paany itſelf ought to give place to conſide- 
| | 1 = rations which reduce, in the compariſon, 
ih . even this princely company but to one 


ſingle bottom that ſwims the ocean, per- 
mit me to ſay, Sir, in the moment I am 
declaring this deſtruction, as I may call it, 
of the Company that has placed you at its 
head, I feel myſelf ſpeaking in the preſence 
of ſubjects accuſtomed themſelves to go- 


vern, and Wee, 4 in revolving, in their minds 
the 


(SY 
the duties of their ſtation, have known 
themſelves obliged, by the higheſt of all 


conſiderations, to preſer the good of many 


to that of a few,---the proſperity of a 


whole community to that of a part. And 
thus conſidering you, Sir, and all in whoſe 
preſence I ſpeak, I venture to intreat you 
to apply your own rules of thinking to the 
preſent ſtate of the nation, of which your 


Company is but a part, that you may find, 


in the ſituation of his Majeſty, and of all 

= His ſubjeQs at this day, the reaſons for 

voluntarily ſurrendering your charter, 

The conqueſt which it has pleaſed, the 
Almighty to permit this nation to make 

of the provinces in India, was but bare- 

ly completed when the war began i in 
the Colonies of this country, who, in - 


fiance. of their duty to God, as ſubjects - 
of the government his Providence had 


a them under, have erected an inde- 


pendent | 
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pendent government have made alliances, 


and at this day are united with the forces 
of France to ſupport themſelves againſt us, 
and open the communication between Ame- 


rica and Europe, and no longer to pay to 
this EY w_ ri of — 


— 4 the beñgm of Providence 
are to minds of the firſt intelligence, mine 


preſumes not to hint at what ſhall be the 
end of our conteſt ; whether they ſhall re- 
turn to colonies, or finally be permitted to 

_ raiſe themſelves to what their leaders wiſh, 
But thus much may be ſaid, That two 
great continents, Europe and America, have 
been long ſeparated by this iſland. The 
navigation- laws of Great-Britain have been 
the keys to lock up American commerce 
from all the world but ourſelves. Our title 
to it was the ſame as any private man's 
right to what was raiſed at the expence he 
f — upon oy What further — 


ſecret 


E 


Q & 


. 
et 


= tory, and. the experience mankind have had 
F of one another, that men will prefer ſelf 
1 intereſt to. juſtice, if their names do but 


ſecret or avowed, will be given by any other 
ſtates i in Europe, depends on the regard to 
juſtice, or a want of juſtice, i in the minds of 
thoſe that conduct the government of each of 
thoſe ſtates. If they think their intereſt lies 


on the ſide of a free trade with Ame- 
vic 
juſtice, they may unite in the alliance againſt 


in ſpite. of Great-Britain, in ſpite of 


us. They that think it is proved by hiſ- 


fink undiſtinguiſhed in the groſs of the 
community. with whom they act, and they ” 


1 are not ſingled. out by name to bear the 
= diſgrace they deſerve — they that think bs 


thus, and that even pride, that other bad paſ- 
ſion, and twin-ſiſter of ayarice, cannot be 


brought in to counteract the love of gain 


; E- ; in the commercial ſtates of Europe, will 
| expect (unleſs we conſent to puniſh Ame- 


rica for her rie. by leaving her to 
5 51 "210M go- 


10 Fo un another view > if our. "IRR 5 
Suppoſe the American war at an end on the 
terms we have offered, both countries to 

bear their own coſts; the people of Great- 

Britain and Ireland, caſting up the account 
to this day, would Have to ſit down with a 
debt of two hundred millions upon theit 
; backs, beſides the current charges of Go- 
what may be ex- | 
pected by what has been, no laws would be — 1 
able to bind the King's ſubjes to ſtay. = | 
Great-Britain and Ireland under the con- 
tinuance of ſuch a weight of expence. They N 
would, as they did from the end of the laſt 
war to the beginning of this, emigrate by 
This would be che leaſt miſ- 

chie vous 


vernment. 


Hodſande.* 


" 3 
* 


a government of her lh that we have 
yet a ſiege of Troy before —3 war of 
many years to come a ſea 1 war, with the 
loſs of the trade, the principal trade, that 
ſupplied us with x men for « our thips. | 


_ Judging of 


I 
chievous conſequence likely to follow the 


beſt concluſion we can look for to this war, 
ſuppoſing it at an end. 


Reduce the expence of our Government, 
and of all its eſtabliſhments, to what it was 
before there were any Engliſh plantations 


in America, and the ſubjects of England 
| would be in the ſame fituation, after We 


have loſt all. benefit from America, as be- 


fore we had any from it: but continue the 
expences of the State at what they have 
been regularly riſing to, under all Admi- 
A = niſtrations, for many years paſt, and there 
will remain but a few alternatives before 
the People of Great-Britain. The yearly 
ſupplies demanded from them now, will 
ſoon take away what the middle rank of 
the People have to pay. They will either 


refuſe to part with it, or go away where 
they think they can have cheaper lands, 


better trade, or a leſs expenſive Government 
to ſupport. So long is it before the pro- 


- HR 


610 
perty collected from the ſubjects at large 


returns to them again in any country, that 


it appears to me, Sir, with ſome degree of 
certainty, that the ſubjects of this Govern- 


ment---I mean the middling claſs, which 


ſupport both Government and the Poor--- 
will either refuſe to pay what is called for 


at their hands, oc they will not be able to do 


it, ſuppoſing they continue to their preſent 


number to remain within the ſeas that ſur- 
round the iſland ; and that the great body 
of the People muſt ſink into the general 
condition of poverty in which we ſee them 


in all other countries where their Governors 
have not adopted the great policy of a fru- 


gal government, and of keeping the Prince's 


treaſures in the pockets of his ſubjects. Once 


bring the middle rank in this kingdom, by 
the force of the revenue-laws, and the fears 


annexed to non - payment, into the fame 


poor, diſpirited condition, as the ſubjects of 
France, and France, by having double the 


number, will Juſt | be twice our ſtrength. 


be- 


* 


1 


1 

I believe, Sir, if we look at this general 
poverty among the people of Great - Bri- 
| tain and Ireland as a very diſtant object, 
we ſhall be chargeable with over-looking 
the plaineſt uſe of figures that figures can 
be applied to. Take the expence of the 

State at the loweſt eſtimate the beſt peace 
would leave it—take the general proper- 
ty of the middling rank, who finally pay 

all the taxes by their induſtry, at the very 

higheſt, and let our trade to America be as 
great as ever it has been ſince the laſt war, 
and let but ſuch a transfer as is now made 
every year from the many that pay what 
few comparatively finally receive, and it 
cannot be any induſtry that can keep pace 
with the demands of Government: the 
People will either ſay they will pay no 
longer, or they will ſink into poverty, tired 
with labouring for that which is not left them 
to enjoy; and they will have, in a very few 

years, as few motives for ſupporting their 

| preſent Government as they would have to 
os CE ſupport 
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ſupport any other that took from them all 


that they had. 


The common honeſty and good faith of 
the Legiſlature are pledged to the nation 


and to the world for the payment of the pub- 


lic debt or its intereſt; and a great addition 
of expence is as unavoidable as our defence 
againſt dangers from without, and the ad- 
; miniſtration of Government within, are ne- 
ceſſary. And if the preſent yearly expence 
of Government on any peace be ſuch as to 
reduce the great body of the nation to a 
ſtate of poverty, with all their preſent re- 
ſources, two things only remain Govern- 
ment muſt either want the ſupplies it calls 
for from the ſubjects at large, or the ſub- 
jects muſt have ſome new and general field 
of induſtry laid open to them, to enable 
them to keep pace with the demands of 
Government. The midland counties, and 
the city of London, may be called the heart 
of the empire: the currency will fail there 
= os: 


7 
* 


6166 


laſt; the weakeſt will go firſt to the wall. 
I do not know what gentlemen think of 


Scotland and Ireland; but, from the ſtate 
theſe extremities of the body politic are 


now in, they, I think, will ſoon become 
dead members of it, if we keep taking from 


them what we do, and do not afford them 
ſome more general ſprings of commerce 


than any they have at preſent. 


That the People of England, Scotland, 


and Ireland, in general, are any way enabled 
to pay their part of the taxes now demanded 
of them, in conſequence of the Eaſt-India 


Company' 's trade, will hardly be advanced. 


It is but in very few places in the iſlands 
of Great-Britain and Ireland where there 
are the ſmalleſt traces of any advantages | 


ariſing to his Majeſty's ſubjects in ge- 
neral, in conſequence of our India trade. 
The intercourſe with India for ſome 


years paſt has raiſed up many opulent "i 
milies : they have purchaſed eſtates in dif- 
ferent ker of the kingdom; they have ri- 


valled 
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valled the old landed intereſt; they have oc- 
caſioned a general advance in rents of land, 
from the united cauſes of buying eſtates 
and votes; but, as to any general commu- 


nication of property to the People of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, in conſequence 
of the preſent trade to India, it is not to be 
found out of ſight of the poſſeſſions ac- 
quired by the chief proprietors and ſer- 


vants of. the Company. 


þ But, on he contrary, there are inconve- 


niences in conſequence of the Company, as 


univerſal as the ſea that ſurrounds the King' 8 


dominions; for every guinea given to the 
Company for the chief articles of import, 
there are five ſent out of the kingdom * 
buy the India goods that are ſmuggled to 
us at an under price from every country in 


Europe that ſends a OP to Indi. 


[Fram 1 preſent ſtate of this country, 
50 the effects of the Company's trade, 


cher e appear to me the ſtrongeſt reaſons for 


thinking, 


for 


12, 
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thinking, that there is not a proprietor of 


the Company, that can do a greater ſervice 


to his King and to his Country, than in 
voting a ſurrender of the Company's char- 


ter; that the trade may become general ; 
that the profit of the commerce may ſpread 
itſelf; and that the great ſums may be ſaved 
to the nation that are now ſent out of it to 
other countries for eder kind of India goods. 


It may be faid, the ſubjects in general 


know nothing of the India trade; they 
would not know how to conduct it. be 
ſame ſubjects will be left in the kingdom 
after the trade is open, that now there are 
whilſt it is confined to the Company. The 


port of London will not, perhaps, ſend a 


ſhip leſs; the London merchants will, moſt 
likely, fend as many ſhips as now fail out 
of the Thames ; and, when once the duties 
have been taken off the imports from India, | 
and laid generally on ſome inland articles, all 
the diſtant parts of the kingdom will be ſup- 
plied, by a regular importation from their 


own 
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own trade to India, with all the teas and 
other India goods that are now ſmuggled 
from all the countries in Europe that have 


any trade to India, and for which the 


current coin is draining out of the king- 
dom perpetually. Every creek will not, 
we may be ſatisfied, ſend a ſhip beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, but leave it to Briſtol, 
Liverpool, Glaſgow, Leith, Newcaſtle, and 
Hull, to try the trade till they are taught it. 
Men cannot have a ſtronger obligation for 
being prudent, than being the firſt that are 
to ſuffer by their own want of caution, 


But Government want two millions; the 


E can only raiſe it. The e 
muſt be renewed, or the money not had.— 
The ſupplies to Government are only ſure 
and laſting while they ariſe from a certain 


ability in the ſubjects in general. Keep but 


The ſubjects in general muſt raiſe it as it is, 
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a field of induſtry open before them in the ö 
great branches of commerce, and Govern- 
ment will never be at a loſs for ſupplies. 


1 


and the two millions to be paid by the 
Company the people muſt pay, and ſome 


hundred thouſands more for the trouble of 


collecting it, which the Company can do only 


by proclaiming the quantity, and by that the 


price at which they will ſell their tea; an ar- 
ticle which now gives any Company that has 
the excluſive trade in it the ſame power 
over the property of the ſubjects who ſo 
generally uſe it, as if none but a Company 


could ſell corn or coals, or any other article 
that was univerſally uſed amongſt us. None 


being permitted to ſell but them, ſo far as 

they can exclude ſmuggling, ſuch a com- 
pany can have no other rule than its own. 
moderation in what it will take un * 
. _—_ in oy 


Such . * as theſe, 8 EE 


2 Government, whether they are to 
India or Hudſon's-Bay, whatever is paid 
. * them is a tax laid upon the ſubjects 
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that fills their ſails, the better would it be 


without a name. It is doing the ſame thing 


as the Miniſtry of France do in the name 


of the Farmers-General; they give them an 
excluſive right, under ſevere penalties, to 


ſell a quantity of tobacco coſting three-pence 


for three ſhillings. It is no more a neceſ- 
ſary than tea; but cuſtom bas given it all the 
force of a neceſſary: and fix an excluſive right 
to ſell ſuch an article, and it does the ſame 
thing as if the right was given to be ſole dealers 
in bread. The want of a free commerce 


has been the ſelf · intereſted motive from 


which the Oppoſition has ariſen to a rejec- 
tion of our government in America. By li- 5 
beral things ſhall the liberal man ſtand. 
Subjects, whoſe ſtrength is obtained from 


commerce, could they be as free as the air 


for their Government - more certain would 


it be of ſupport. Cramp, confine, and com- 
they will either leave it, grow poor in 


it, 


or 


3 i 
or break the bars of that policy which at 
once lays heavy burthens on the people's 
backs, and then ties their hands behind 
them. And this a law does, that ſays to all 
the ports of England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
America, but one, you ſhall not trade to 
India, Were all the ſubjets in every 
town and port in all his Majeſty's dominions 
declared free to trade to all the world, 
wherever they could ſell for moſt, and buy 


for leaft, it would unite them more to the 


common Government, and enable them to 
ſupport it to a degree they could nevet 
do under laws * 9 their com- 


wmerce. 


| The more free men are to follow any 
courſe of induſtry that preſents itſelf to their 
view, the more ſucceſsful they are found 


d be in every country. And who can prove 


i dangerous to the intereſts of any Govern- 
I ment, to give the wideſt field of induſtry 
"oi e > WY 
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to all its ſubjects? The ſum the Company 


may now grant to Government will only be 


like a morſel to an hungry man; not a ſingle 
ſeaſon will paſs over our heads before all 


benefit ariſing from it will be loſt and for- 
gotten for ever: but the charter to be 


granted for this ſum will ſtand as an hedge | 


about the beſt field left to the ſubjects to 
2 cultivate for their own ſupport, and to ena- 
ble them to bear up under the weight the 
1 national expence now lays upon them.—But 


an argument for the ſurrender of the char- 
ter remains, of great force I confeſs with 


me; and this i is, the ſituation of the nume 


rous people who are living under the Com- 


an 's 6 in India. 


To ay that there are not at this day, 


among the firſt ſervants of the Company in 
India, characters of great juſtice and diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, would be a denial of the truth, 
or a want of acquaintance with it; but it 


would 


0 70 JP 
would imply a greater want of acquaintance 
with men in general, were we to make our 
ſelves ſure, that the people, who have be- 


come ſubjet to the Company in India, 
ſhould always have ſuch characters to go- 
vern them as are there at preſent. The 
whole form and ſpirit of our government 
over thoſe numerous people in India, is as 
| abſolute as abſolute can be; and fo well is 
| it underſtood ſo to be both on the people's 
| part and ours, that the very boys, who have 
nothing more of dignity or authority than 
= the Company's cockade, will knock any 
= ordinary native to the ground for no other 
_ erime than paſſing him without cringing to 
him as a flave to a tyrant. None of the 
people of that country, be their rank or 


property what it will, have either voice or 


part in their government. What ſignifies 
an act of parliament, ſaying, thoſe people 


may appeal for juſtice to any of our coun- 


| trymen ? Did they all know the laws | 
> at 9— it would ſignify no 


2 


more 
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more to them than the ſame laws would 


fignify to the people in this country, if they 


were all made without any voice of theirs, 
and adminiſtered by abſolute power. An 
q appeal to judges in ſuch a ſituation, word 
any written law as you will, is nothing but 
the appeal of a flave to his maſter. Ne- 
ver were thoſe brave men bred in our 
mountains of Scotland greater ſlaves to their 
chiefs, before their noble countryman, Ar- 
gyle, obtained the law for their relief, 
| than millions of people are at this day 
in India to the ſervants of this Company; 
and with this great difference, that the vaſ- 
ſals of an Highland chief had his honour 
and his intereſt on the ſide of their ſafety 
and protection. The honour ſought by 
moſt of the ſubjecis of this country ſent to 
India, is to return with a fortune to Eng- 
land. The honour and intereſt in this caſe 
are all againſt the ſubjects of the Company. 
| The more we can take from the people of 
5 u. the more are all the purpoſes ad. ; 


22 1 vanced 5 


CF . 
vanted for which the generality of your 
ſervants go to India ; and, when they re- 


5 turn to their native country, whether the 

q people they left behind them proſper or 

J ſuffer, it is nothing to them. This was ne- 

. ver the caſe with the vaſſals of an Highland 
chief; he and his family derived their ſup- 

ro port, their ſtrength, their dignity, from the 
® number and proſperity of their people: 
- on the contrary, our officers in India are 
7 tenants for life; their heirs have no future 
"= Intereſt ; they have no ties to the country, 
rs or the people of it, that would. prevent their 
= cutting up the laſt tree, were the inhabi- 

> tants ſcorched to death for want of its ſhade, 

ty Sir, I do not wiſh to repeat grievances; 

by but the cauſe of juſtice, —of humanity, 
5 calls for the evidence of what has paſſed 
. already under the Company's government, 


| and, if we form our eſtimate of what 
is to be expected under its government 
by what we have already ſeen, what is it, 
dir, we are to look for? 1 have no 
ode: deſire : 
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deſire to reflect on any character, dead or 


living. May they all be found among thoſe 
that have obtained forgiveneſs from God! 
What have you not ſeen already, Sir?—* In 
the ſpace of five or ſix years we deſtroyed, 
ſtarved, and drove away, more inhabitants 
from Bengal, than are to be found in all 
our American colonies. This is no exag- 
geration, but plain matter of fact, col- 
lected from the accounts en”: over OP 
Mr. me en 014,30! 
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combination of intereſts among the ſervants 

of the Company, who, without any reflec- 
tion on any part of them, have, in general, 
but one motive for going to India---the 


obtaining of a fortune. If the Company 
continue maſter of theſe people, the world, 


| it is to be hoped, will never ſee their ſer- 
vants, civil and mllitary; entering into part 5 


See the Speech of a Right Rev. Member of the 


2 Houſe of Peers, publiſhed i in 1774; by Mr, Cadell. 
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nerſhip again to take the management of 
the common neceſſaries of life under their 
care, that the inhabitants may be con- 
trained to give them all they have to give, 
or die. But the object that takes the pre- 
ſent ſervants of the Company to India is the 


1 mme now it was then. Gain is their object; 
'- whatever they bring away the inhabitants 
- | Joſe, and by what means theic property is 


taken from them. matters not. The ef- 
fects of our government in India ſhew us 
he ſpirit of it ; ſuch is the ſcarcity and dear- 
neſs of proviſions, that the lower ſervants of 
I the Company,who are maſters of the people, 
can themſelves at this time hardly live in India 
—in that country which but twenty years ago, 
before our wars and conqueſts began, was a 
garden of plenty, as the letters of your late 
honourable and much-to-be-regretted fer 
vant * have publiſhed to all the world. 
Sir, a l e — ; merchant 
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government, is a n for gain: go 


who will to India, under the preſent eſta- 
bliſhment, the people 1 will be bleeding to 
death. A commander in chief may open 


a vein, a petty officer may only faſten upon 
them as a leech or a fly, but the people are 


| bleeding ſtill; and they have already ſuffered 
ſo much at our hands, that what they have 
leſt in their own is not worth defending, 
were they not too much diſpirited and 
heart broken to attempt it. They are help- = 
leſs men at our mercy; not one in a mil». 
lion of them has been found courageous | 
enough, in caſes of cruel perſonal oppreſ- 
ſion, even to ſue for juſtice, But two, 1 
think, have yet found their way to Eng- 


land to tell us the conduct of our country- 


men to them : and half the evidence that 5 
has come to light of our general conduct 
is ſufficient to ſhew us, if the name of the 


Engliſh Eaſt-India Company was for ever 


aboliſhed, it would not ſufficiently expreſs 
; het is due to e crimes that have been 


gommitted 


committed under its authority; and the 


3 1 5 in the hands of the Crown, it is 
a true ME: have none but ſubjects to. ſend to 
govern them. | But every Prince has a na- 

tural ſell. intereſt in the good government 

== his people; his .own ſupport. depends 
upon their attachment, and men cannot give 
their attachment to thoſe that injure or op- 


dom, whether they ought to devolve 
Wen A, e of ſubjects the exe - 
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very permiſſion given to the continuance of 
the Company may be in danger of being 


conſidered, by the diſtant part of the en- 


plre, as a mark of our indifferenee to the 


happineſs of all who are under our governs 
ment, and out of our ww ig of 


q * W 13. 3 8 
58 Government of the conquered 


preſs them. On the right choice of Go= 
vernors of diſtant pri vinces depends the 

favour. of the Prince in the minds of 
the people ; z and it certainly is à great 
queſtion with the Legiſlature of this king- 
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cutive power over. ſo many millions of 
people as Providence has permitted to 
be brought under out government in In- 
dia. There is good evidence to believe 
wh that theſe people were greatly induced to 
i favour, us from whate they underſtood of 

- "he Engliſh Gavernment; that it was not 

a government of ſelf-intereſt, like that of 
their own Princes, whoſe ſpies were Perpe- 
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We tually employed to point out the füpjects 
1 that had property, chat they "might be 
1 plundered of it. Whatever may have been 
0 2 : the "complaints raifed againſt our goverti- 
1 ment in America, there have been no in- 

| ſtances i in any officer or ſervant under the 
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i ; appointment of the Crown of ſuch conduct, 
e dhe hade of ſuch conduct, as there 
= is but too much proof to believe has been 
Practiſed by the ſervaiits of the Company 
over the people of India. Was avarice it- 
ſelf armed with abſolute power, und unre- 

ſtrained by either honoùr or juſtice; avarice 


ud not well go 4 lengths in op- 
Wy * preſſing | 
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preſſing the people in order to obtain their 
property, than the Company's ſervants have 
done in India. Never did the ſubjects of 
thoſe provinces ſuffer ſo much under the 


moſt tyrannical, avaricious Nabob that ever 


: governed them, as they have done ſince 
the Mogul granted Bengal, Bahar, and Orif- 


_ fa, to We Engliſh Eaſt India Company. 


1 Any zoverminent” under any company of | 


men united together only from motives of 
gain any government through the medium 
of ſuch a body, muſt be a government of 


mere; ſelf-intereſt.” Gain is the idol univer- 


: ally ſet up by the maſters and ſervants of 
ſuch communities, and in India we have 


ſeen every priixiple of juſtice and huma- 
nity ſacrificed to it. And when thoſe char” : 


have gained moſt at the expence of the 


people of theſs provinces return to Eng- 
land, they are loſt in the groſs of the com- 


raunity that ſent them. Any appeal from 


the natives to our national juſtice, would, 
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129 
if permitted, endanger the combined in- 
tereſts of the Company and their ſervants: 
whoever ſuffers by their oppreſſion in Ine 
dia muſt be ſilenced; and ſo effectually 
have they been filenced, that of all the 
thouſands that have ſuffered. at our hands, 
not more than two have ever been able io 
ö bring their nee, home to England. 


Let x me remind you, Sir, that 1 gil 
| think myſelf Tpeaking to men who bg ot. 
| confine all their deliberations, to the fingls 
point of profit, but to men who, will give 
the full weight to every fair conſideration 
on the patt of the numerous people wo 
are now ſubject to us in India. Let us for 
get for a moment our condition as propries: | 
tors of a trading company's ſtock, and place; 
out ſelves in the ſituation the inhabitants of 
Wales, Scotland, or Ireland would be ing 
was Parliament to paſs an att to give ſuch! 
a. Company as this, the ſame} power over: 
W, as this Spe n now. has over dou-; 

I 0 ble 


„„ # 
ble the number of people i in India to all 


that are in Great Britain and Ireland toge- 
ther. I know, Sir, how eaſy it is to diſ- 
mis this conſideration from our minds and 
hurry home to dinner: but let us not for- 
get we are men, and that all the inhabitants 
of Bengal are men alſo, and have a right 
given them by our common Creator to have 
their caſe conſidered, as we in their ſituation 
would with to have our own. r e 
may ſmile, with full pockets from India, at 
treating ſo ſeriouſly the equality of a people, : 
who have been conſidered in fo different a 


light by ſome of them, as to contend for 
their being governed as the flaves of the 
ſervants of our India Company, becauſe 


| they have been governed as the ſlaves of 


theic Princes time out of mind. We are 


not thoſe Princes, nor anſwerable for their 
conduct; and, were we inclined to forget 
that we are anſwerable for our own, the 


preſent. hiſtory of our affairs, one would 
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The crimes of nations, as well as of indi- 


$ 8 n Hi 
viduals, are ſometimes, nay often, denoted 


by their puniſhments. Soon after the ſer- 
vants of this Company had been making 
a revolution in India, contrary to ſolemn 
oaths, and at a vaſt expence to the people 
of that country, this country adopted a po- 
licy towards her own Colonies, which has 
alteady obliged us to pay back no ſmall 
part of what this State more than per- 
mitted its ſubjects to bring away from In- 
dia, acquired by a title no better than that 
which our own ſubjects now ſet up for tak- 
ing the dominions of our Government un- 
der their own. The property of our Eaſt- 
India Company was alſo the very inſtru- 
ment uſed to kindle the flame of this dan- 


gerous war in America, which already 


threatens us with having three millions of 
ſubjects taken away from us in our own . 
dominions in America, for that number de- 
ſtroyed, ſtarved to death, and driven away, 
2 7 che ſervants of this Company; from the 


dominions | 


„ 


. 
dominions they have the government of in 
India: and the very ſame means by which 


we acquired three tich provinces in the Eaſt- 
Indies have been made uſe of, and ate now 


uſing, to take from us thirteen provinces of 


equal value in America. To me, Sir, there 
appears no medium between letting the peo- 
ple we have ſubdued in India return to 3 
their own maſters, and taking them under 
the immediate government of the state, 
and no longer continue ſo much power over 
them in the hands df the ſervants of a | 5 5 
Company of ſubjects, whatever purpoſes of 0 
n "OY be anſwered by ii. 


11 we go on es 8 3 | 


15 page in the Hiſtory of the World with any 
expreſſion of our national abhorrence of ſo 
much wrong as has been done in India in 
the name and under the authority of this 
Company, it is impoſſible that either the 
proſe or "OE. of the furure ages of the 
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world ſhould believe any thing to the con- 


trary of our being on the ſide of the wrong- 


doers—the authors of all the fraud and vio- 
lence that have been ſhewn to the defence- 


Teſs: people whoſe property we have taken, 
and to the princes whoſe dominions we have 
uſurped, and in which we have committed 


enormities that diſgrace not only our na- 


tional juſtice, but would have diſgraced hu - 
man nature to have committed in its worſt 
and moſt fayage ſtate in any age in any coun-„ 
| try. Was the Judge of all the earth the : 
avenger of the oppreſſed, to permit, by any» 
diviſions among ourſelves, or any combi- 
nation of foreign powers, our princes to be 
cut off, turned out of their palaces, or kept as . 


ſtate priſoners in them, and the people of this 


country to be plundered and ſtarved, till three 
millions of them were deſtroyed or driven 
away, and the reſt left in helpleſs miſery ; 
could either prince or people ſay this was not 
the meaſure we had given to the princes and 
x people of India under the name and authority | 


of 


n 
of this Company ?—I hope I have offended 


no individual. I did not mean to do it; 
and if I have advanced a charge againſt the 


Company not warranted by the fact, I will 
recal it with any confeſſion. I have ex- 
amined for myſelf the evidence for what I 


have ſaid; I believe what I ſay ; and ſuch 
is my opinion of the paſt conduct of this 
Company, that to aſk of Government. ei- 

ther name or being for it, is to me the 

fame thing as aſking freſh powers to the. 
robber and murderer: and for Government 

to grant any new power over the people in 

| India to the Company, after all the uſe that 

has been made of the old, to the knowledge 

of all Europe and all India, would be the 

| ſame thing as ſcaling an approval of all their 

paſt enormities by the King, Lords, and 
Commons, of Great-Britain. I hope, Sir, 


what I feel in ſpeaking on this ſubject does 


not utterly miſlead my judgment, when 1 
Jay, I think it impoſſible for juſt and think- 


ing minds, in our own and every country 
1 „ 


1 
on earth, to draw any other concluſion from 
the public act of renewal of the Company's 
Charter, than that this nation holds for juſt _ 
and right all that has been done in the name 
of this Company in India. An authority 
to depoſe Princes, to deprive them of their 
dominions, and to force away from their 
ſubjects all that could be brought away 
from them, would not render a nation an 
object of greater dread and abhorrence 
than ſuch an authority would carry with 
it to all the world. Juſtice to the people 
and to the country we have ſo much in- 
jured, demands of us the aboliſhing the 
very name of a community that muſt, as 
long as it exiſts, be our reproach as a nation 
in the fight of all Europe, our own colo- 
_ nies, and in the fight of all the world that 
pay any regard to what is paſſing in it. 
Continue but the Company on any terms, 
and there is no expteſſion of our diſappro- 
bation of what has been done in its name, 
that can We to the world, or the ages 
ta 
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come, that the King, Parliament, and 
people of Great-Britain, do not conſider 


themſelves as indifferent to all the violence 
that has been done to every principle of 
juſtice and humanity under the govern- 
ment of the Company in India. —As to 
any right we have to govern the provinces 
of the King of India, in any name, in any 
form, it is juſt the ſame fight as 
| jets in Ameriea have to govern the pro- 
vinces of the King of England; and our 
right to the revenues of the rich countries 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, is no other 
than that the ſubjects of the Mogul, or any 
of his Nabobs, have to come and Poſſeſs 
the dominions of England and Wales. * 
take them at all is a national wrong; ; to 
hold them on any terms is an ayowal. 4 
chat wrong. To give up the right to the 


| owner, is the beſt national policy that can 
be adopted, till the future experience of 
5 undd thall prove honeſty net to be [the 


the ſub- 
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beſt policy. But, if ſo much moderation 
and juſtice, as letting go what we have no 
right to hold, would be a reverſal of out 
principles and of our conduct that would 
make us aſhamed of our honeſty, let us. 
at leaſt govern the people we have ſub- 
dued in a way more likely for their be- 
nefit and our national credit, than farming 
them out by a new charter to the ſer- 0 
vants of the ſame Company that have ſo 
much injured the people of India, and ſo 
much diſgraced us as a nation. What 

is paſſed cannot be recalled; neither can 

men command conſequences to follow their 

meaſures. The direct contrary of what 
they deſign may follow. The ſingle object 
of human conſideration is in the preſent 
moment of every buſineſs to aim at the 
| beſt end by beſt means; and fo far as 
any man or any community has done un- 
juſtly, all the reparation that can be made 
is to defign and do the beſt for the 
future: and, as every man muſt at the 
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or fall by the part he takes, 


I ſhall be excuſed for the time I have taken 
in a place where only I had the right of 
propoſing, as I now do, the ſurrendegof your 
charter for the purpoſe of opening the com- 
merce to all his Majeſty's ſubjects, to ena- 
ble them to ſupport his government, and 
to procure the much more numerous peo- 
ple of India the beſt Government they can 
ever have while they a Do us—th: 
of being taken under the regular admini- 
| flration of the executive power of the State, 
whoſe long eſtabliſhed laws are ſo well 
known, and ſo well adapted to prevent or 


hy puniſh any abuſe of power in the imme- | 
diate ſervants of the Crown. 
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